
Appendix C: Examining Scheme 

MPhil in Development Studies 2017–2018 
Examining Scheme 

* This document may be amended at the meeting of examiners in January, 2017 

 

1. Assessment of individual papers 

1.1.  In order to pass in any paper, a candidate must attain a standard equivalent to that for upper 

second class honours in a Part II Tripos examination, extrapolated as appropriate to reflect a further 

year of study. That standard shall be recorded as a mark of 60 percent. 

 

1.2.  Each paper shall be marked independently by two examiners, and they shall submit an 

agreed mark. Where examiners are unable to agree a mark, they shall inform the Chairman of the 

Board of Examiners of their separate marks, who, in consultation with the External Examiner, shall 

determine the mark to be presented to the Examiners' Meeting. 

 

1.3.  For these purposes a dissertation is a paper. 

 

 2. Assessment for the degree as a whole 

A candidate shall be deemed to have satisfied the examiners only if 

 a) The candidate has passed in all four papers, or 

b) Where a candidate has failed in one or more papers, he or she has attained an average 

mark of at least 60 percent. 

 

3. Oral examination 

The examiners may require a candidate to attend for an oral examination in such cases as they may 

determine. No candidate shall be deemed to have failed to satisfy the examiners unless such an 

opportunity has been offered. An oral examination shall be conducted by the External and such other 

examiners as the Chair shall determine in any case, and shall relate to one or more papers, and the 

general field of knowledge into which they fall. 

 

 

 



 

4. High Pass and Distinction 

These are not official categories and do not appear on the Degree Certificate. However, the letter which 

the Chair of the Development Studies Committee sends to each candidate giving a breakdown of that 

candidate's marks will also indicate if the candidate has achieved a High Pass or a Distinction.  

 

High Pass:  Average of 70 percent and above 

 Distinction: Average of 75 percent and above 
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